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of Hindu agreement with the Muslim demand. The unholy agitation
set up in London has evoked an outburst of feeling in India which
will never die until justice is done. It is matter of painful surprise
that even Lord Curzon, with all his knowledge and experience of
India, should have allied himself with the ignorant agitation.
"There is, however, a silver lining to the cloud that has gathered
overhead. Mr. Montagu has been our uncompromising advocate.
Mr. Lloyd George has at last reaffirmed his memorable declaration
though in a somewhat halting form. I believe that the Government
of India are pressing forward our claim with great firmness. The
Anglo-Indian press has not been hostile. The Times of India and the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce have even warmly espoused our
cause. The resolution invites all Englishmen to rally round the
banner of truth and vindicate British honour and the pledged word
of the British Premier. I yield to no one in my loyalty to the British
connection, but I must refuse to buy that loyalty at the price of
honour and at the sacrifice of the deeply seated religious sentiments
of one section of my countrymen. A loyalty that sells its soul is
worth nothing, and if in spite of the acknowledged service of Indian
soldiers, both Hindu and Muslim, during the late war, the promises
made by British statesmen are broken, the reasons that evoke the
loyalty of India will have ceased to exist. I do not lose hope, but if
the hope is disappointed and the worst happens, God alone knows
what will happen to this fair land of ours. We know this that there
will be neither peace nor rest for the Government or the people,
until the wrong is righted and the feeling of eight crores of Muslims
are duly respected.
"I hope it is unnecessary to show why it is obligatory on Hindus
to march side by side with their Muslim countrymen. So long as the
means and the end are honourable, I can imagine no better cement
for perpetually binding us both than our complete association with
Muslims. But in a cause so sacred as this, there can be, there should
be, no violence either of speech or of deed. We must conquer not
by hate but by love. I admit the difficulty of loving the unjust, but
victory consists not in marching along a smooth surface but in
conquering obstacles, in a resolute and undaunted way. And in a
just and sacred cause, firmness of purpose and unconquerable will
are the least qualities required of us. Moreover, violence can only
damage this great cause. It may create a sensation but we shall